Introduction
Just thinking about all the travel and worry and various preparations I’ve seen Jim do over the past month has me exhausted. 
Person
As I was thinking about that travel, and thinking about Sharon, and reading the obituary and gospel text selected, one thing started to stand out to me.
Sharon was born in the state of Washington.  She found her way to the state of Wisconsin.  And eventually to the state of Arizona. You can add Missouri and Texas as residences of family. Before health concerns really slowed her down, world travel and cruising were on the list
We spend our days making temporal homes. And Sharon was good at this. She was always hospitable and more than willing to lend a hand. Wherever home was Sharon would be involved in the lives lived there.  Be that in teaching Sunday Schools or Campfire girls. Missionary Leagues and card ministries.  Making sure nobody fell through the cracks.  These are the things of this life.  
We turn houses into homes.  We are fruitful and multiply. 9 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.  We love God and love our neighbor. And hopefully we leave this world a little better than we found it.  That’s the case with Sharon.  This gathering is evidence enough of that.
Gospel
But we do all of that for homes that are not permanent. We move.  And we move again. People come into our lives and leave them. Some stick around longer, we might have a longer term marriage, like Jim and Sharon.  But even such blessings as those in this world come to an end – ‘til death do us part. And kids grow and go as they should. They don’t have to go far, but they are no longer part of your home as they seek their own.
And we are always seeking home.  But any home we seek here is temporal.  Any home we make here changes like everything else in the world around us.  Which hopefully leads us to listen to the words of Jesus.
“In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you.”  We have not just temporal homes, but we have an eternal home.  And that eternal home does not depend upon our efforts.  That eternal home doesn’t have the mistakes that all of us make.  It doesn’t have the shortcuts that we can take when building our temporal ones. No squeaky floors or windows that won’t open because they are out of joint. No relationships busted beyond repair.
Because that home is Our Father’s house. That home is the house that the Son – Jesus Christ came from and returned to and brings us to on that last day.  That home, as the author of Hebrews tells us in his great chapter on faith, is the one whose designer and builder is God.  And unlike all the temporal places we might call home in this life. That home is eternal.  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst.  And the AC will always be cool and fresh.  Sorry – the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.
Conclusion
The disciples – well Thomas – had a question.  Thomas was big one making sure he saw it all correctly.  Thomas asks, “how can we know the way?” Because maybe all that promise sounds too good to be true.  Maybe we are exhausted just thinking about the travel.  But Jesus gives him the sure coordinates. “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
It is not another move that you make under your power.  Jesus is the way.  He has prepared the place for you.  
Sharon would tell you this.  She told you this by her life.  Let not your hearts be troubled. Sharon has arrived at home. And you will too.  Believe in the Father’s house. Because that cross has made our way.  And we shall see each other face to face. Amen.
