Introduction
Ok, I’ll admit that tonight’s texts are not automatic to the supposed theme.  The Redemption of our Witness.  I should have paid closer attention to the suggestions, but I had vibed so well with the first two I took it for granted that it would continue.  But let’s give this a meditation try.
Text
The main character that we are to focus on is Joseph.  The short reading from Acts comes from Stephen, the first martyr’s speech before he was stoned.  In which he claim all of Israel’s history for the witness of Christ and the nascent church’s witness.
This is the main thought.  The rest of Joseph’s brothers – the founders each of the tribes of Israel – cast Joseph out.  They were jealous of him.  So they sold him into Egypt.  And what does Joseph do in Egypt?  He saves the Egypt – he saves the gentiles – because God is with him. God rescued Joseph out of all his afflictions.  Gave him favor with Pharaoh.  Made him ruler over all of Egypt.  And by saving the gentiles Joseph also saves his brothers.  
The open question – and the point of Stephen’s sermon is – will the brothers of Jesus who had crucified him, repent.  Will they return as Joseph’s brother’s did.  And will the recognize as Joseph summarizes “you meant is for evil, but God meant it for good, that many people should be saved (Genesis 50:20).” Saul, later called Paul, was standing there collecting coats for the stoning while Stephen preached.  And Stephen’s theme bears striking similarity to Paul’s reflections on his brothers according to the flesh in Romans. “I am an apostle to the gentiles, I magnify my ministry, in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them.  For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, than what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead (Romans 11:14-15).”  Paul’s entire ministry, his salvation of the gentiles, his speaking to those who did not have the language, was in the hope that his fellow Jews – like their tribal founders would return from the dead. The natural branches be regrafted in with the wild olive branches onto the one root – Jesus Christ.
Application
Now Paul – like the old testament itself – refuses to admit that all Israel was faithless.  God always keeps a remnant. And Paul holds up himself as past of that remnant. 
I think the modern American church might find itself at a very similar crossroads. I’m just going to use LCMS numbers for a second, but many look the same.  The LCMS at it’s peak (roughly 1964), was about 3 million souls.  And well over 2 million of those were in church on Sunday.  Today that number is about 1.7M with only about 500K on Sunday.  And the demographics of that don’t look good either. It is fair to say you can see the remnant.
And there are many reasons this is the case.  But certainly one of them is that a large number of the people who spoke the native tongue, rejected it. It’s a cliché anymore, but look at confirmation class pictures from the 1970s and ask where everyone is.
God sent Joseph to Egypt.  And Joseph, in the midst of Egypt, was faithful. That is the Psalm connection. “He made it a decree in Joseph when he went out over the land of Egypt I hear a language I had not known.” Joseph’s witness was amid the foreign tongue.  In the midst of a people worshipping all kinds of strange Gods, Joseph hewed to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In the midst of strange Gods, he “did not bow down to foreign gods.”  And while in Egypt there arises a Pharaoh who knew not Joseph, and in the Wilderness Israel proved they too forgot him.  Such that God gave them over to their stubborn hearts.
But the witness of Joseph remains.  The promise of Jesus is eternal. All Israel shall be saved. “Oh that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways.” And the sheep do hear the shepherds voice.
God always renews his efforts.  God always redeems the witness. 
That witness may be in strange tongues.  It will be in the midst of a people with strange and foreign Gods.
Maybe like Jospeh’s brothers. Or maybe like Paul’s hope.  The native branches realize their dryness; realize they are kindling.  And return.  But the Word does not return empty.
Wherever God sends his people he redeems their witness. And it might feel like it is intended for evil, but God intends it for good.
In the redemption of our witness, is the reconciliation of the world.
That my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways…I would soon subdue their enemies. 
