Text: Matt 25:1-13
Introduction
Every now and then when I’m thinking I should write a book the title Perplexing Parables dances through my mind.  I think I’ve said before that I think we tend to interpret and preach the parables from the wrong entry point.  We tend to try and find ourselves in their images.  But they are parables of the Kingdom.  And it is not that we are not part of the Kingdom, but we are not the main character.  The main characters is God – be that God the Father, or Jesus, or maybe even the Spirit. The vast majority of the parables reveal God to us.
But there are at least two parables that I put in that perplexing category.  Because they just don’t easily mesh with the simplified doctrine or systematic theology. One of them is the parable of the dishonest manager.  If you are meditating on it and what it might mean you have to deal with either that God character or Jesus himself praising the man who is a liar and a thief and sluggard.  We are not on that one today, but for my money the other perplexing parable is this one – the parable of the 10 Virgins, or 10 bridesmaids, depending upon your translation.
Text
These 10 virgins – 5 wise and 5 foolish – are the main characters.  The bridegroom – the easy Jesus figure – is present. But the bridegroom simply does what is already expected. He returns and gathers up all for the wedding feast.  There is no further revelation about the nature of Christ.
The parable is in the middle of what is often called the eschatological discourse – Jesus giving a sermon on the last things, the end times.  And that sermon started with the disciples pointing at the temple and remarking on the grandeur of the stones. It runs from Matthew chapter 24 through chapter 25.  And I think you can divide what is has to say into two groups.  The disciples, when Jesus says that not a stone will be left on top of another, ask him two questions.  The first question is “when will these things be?”  The second question is “what will be the sign of your coming?” Paraphrasing, when is the end and what is going to happen between now and then?  And Jesus answers both, although we kinda hate both answers. He’s more elaborate on what will happen.  And that is the wars and rumors of war.  That is the abomination of desolation. That is also the son of man coming in great power and glory and the division and judgement of all mankind.  But his consistent answer about when is “you know neither the day nor the hour.” That phrase or things like it – “it will be like the days of Noah, people eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, right up until Noah entered the Ark.” 
What will it be like?  The world will go on as it has always gone on.
But can’t we observe some type of increase or decrease and hence know that the Day of the LORD is near.  No.  You know neither the day nor the hour.  “The son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
Well, if we can’t time it, or increase our attention as the signs mount.  You can’t do either of those things.  Ok, if we can’t what they heck do we do?
Christology
The first thing you can do is have faith.  The bridegroom shall return. Noah was told to build the Ark, and he built the Ark.  Then one day God told him it was time to go in.  And God shut the door and the rain started.  Christ is surely coming bringing his reward. You will not miss it.  For some that Day of the LORD will be that day of darkness Amos talks about.  They will be told to depart from me.  But for those who believed That Day will be the Day of rejoicing. “Come, you who are blesse by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared.” 
This is the core hope of the faith. The resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  That Christ sits at the right hand of God and from there he will come to judge.  And that you already know the outcome of that judgement.  You have been declared innocent by the blood of Christ.
Have faith.  The bridegroom does return.
Moral
But what do we do here and now?  What happens in this in between time?  When it seems like it’s a slow train that never comes?
And I think that is really what this parable of the 10 virgins is about – or starts to be about.  Maybe it is not so much about what you individually should do.  The parable that follow this one in this final things sermon is the parable of the talents.  That might be more about individuals in this in between time.  This might be more about what the church will look like.
The first thing to note is that all 10 were bridesmaids.  All 10 were invited to the wedding.  All 10 knew the proclamation.  None of us have excuse. We all know what Christ has told us.  The gospel has been preached in all the world.  That is more or less the theological point of the book of Acts.  By the end of the Apostolic Age the gospel had been proclaimed in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the Earth. It reached Rome – that global city – the capital of world.  The gospel has been proclaimed.  We are without excuse.
But 5 of the virgins are wise and 5 are foolish.  And what is it that distinguishes the wise from the foolish?
It is not if they are dead or alive. Or any of the quotidian things of everyday life.  Because all 10 – the 5 wise and the 5 foolish – all become drowsy and fall asleep. And as the bridegroom delayed – as the return became later than anybody in the church would have ever believed – they all fell asleep. The all outwardly looked prepared. They all had their lamps.
And this is a fine description of the church of every age.  A mixture of wise and foolish.  Sometimes more awake, sometimes quite drowsy and asleep.  All looking dressed and ready.
What distinguishes the wise and the foolish is one thing. The wise brought oil with them.  The foolish did not.
So what is the oil? It is simply faith.  Don’t go to sleep without it.
Because today is the Day of Grace.  Today is the Day that the Holy Spirit has been poured out.  Today is the day that you can fill up the flask.  Today is the day that the watchmen cry aloud and tell you to be watchful.  Today is the day to believe.
Eschatological
Because on the Day of the LORD.  The day the bridegroom comes.  And you do not know the day or the hour.  But on that day.  You can’t get it.  On that day those who have it can no longer share it.  The wise cannot split theirs with the foolish, it will not be enough.  On that day, even if you run as fast as an NFL wide receiver, you will find the dealers and the market empty.  For the Day of grace is over, and it is the day of judgement.
Today is the Day to prepare.  Today is the day to be watchful.  If you put it off to that day your don’t know when.  That day the door will be shut.
And the five foolish virgins all had their clothes and their invitations and the ran to get the oil and while they were out – “The door was shut.” 
And they begged.  They knew who the doorkeeper was “Lord, Lord” they cried.  They knew.  We know.  “Lord, Lord, open to us.”  But they did not have the oil.  They did not have faith.
And the door tells them “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.”
Conclusion
Today is the day to fill your flask, to get the oil, to prepare. 
And preparation isn’t some elaborate ritual.  It isn’t some arduous task.  In fact it is nothing that you yourself really do.  Preparation is believing.  Your sins are forgiven. The Kingdom is yours.  Go and sin no monre.  Preparation is living in that faith.  Not just the outward signs, but the change of heart. Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
The Day of the LORD is coming.  Watch.  Because you know neither the day nor the hour.  And sleep comes on us all.  Today is the daylight when we can believe. Today is the day we can be wise. 

